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with the Sequence Listing annexed hereto as Exhibit A. 



In the Claims ; 

Please cancel claims 1-4, 8-23 and 



13^Cit 



.thout prejudice to 
applicant's right to pursue the subject matter of these claims 
in a future continuation or divisional application. 



Please add new claims 134-146 as follows 




34. (New) 




A method for determining whether an 
decreases apoptosis comprising: 

(a) contacting the agent with a cell gfeath 
executor and a p7 5 neurotrophin refceptor 
under conditions which, in the absence of 
the agent, permit the formation g£ a complex 
between the cell death execj/tor and the 
receptor; 

(b) determining the amount of /omplex formed in 
step (a) between the cel^/death executor and 
the receptor; and 

(c) determining whether /the amount of complex 
determined in st^p (b) is less than the 
amount of complex formed in the absence of 
the agent, sucK lower amount indicating that 
the agent decreases apoptosis, 



135. (New) A method f^fr determining whether an agent 

increases afaoptosis comprising: 

(a) contracting the agent with a cell * death 
executor and a p75 neurotrophin receptor 



* 
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under conditions which, in the absence oi 
the agent, permit the formation of a cojp^lex 
between the cell death executor ^d"nd the 
receptor ; 

(b) determining the amount of cpHfplex formed in 
step (a) between the cell/xleath executor and 
the receptor; and 

(c) determining whethe^ the amount of complex 
determined in sj£ep (b) is greater than the 
amount of cojn£>lex formed in the absence of 
the agent / such greater amount indicating 
that thjg agent increases apoptosis. 



13 6. (New) The met>hod of claim 134 or 135, wherein the cell 

deat/h executor is NADE. 



137. (New) 



The method of claim 134 or 135, wherein the 
contacting of step (a) is performed in vitro. 



138. (New) The method of claim 137, wherein the contacting 

of step (a) is performed in an intact cell. 

139. (New) The method of claim 138, wherein the intact cell 

is a neuron, a cardiac cell, or a lung cell. 



140. (New) The method of claim 137, wherein the contacting 

of step (a) is not performed in an intact cell. 



(New) A method for determining whether an agent 

decreases apoptosis comprising: 

(a) contacting the^ agent with a cell that 
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142 . 



(New) 



(b) 
(c) 



expresses a cell death executor and a 
neurotrophin receptor ; 

determining the expression level of tfefe cell 
death executor in the cell; and 
determining whether the expression level 
determined in step (b) is L^wer than the 
cell death executor expression level 
determined in the absence yof the agent, such 
lower expression level /indicating that the 
agent decreases apoptosis . 



U 

irma/nii 



A method for detefm^/hing whether 
increases apoptosis comprising 



an agent 



(a) contacting the^ agent with a cell that 
expresses a 5?fell death executor and a p75 
neurotrophic receptor; 

(b) determinir>§ the expression level of the cell 
death executor in the cell; and 

(c) determining whether the expression level 
deteyfnined in step (b) is greater than the 
eel/ death executor expression level 
determined in the absence of the agent, such 

jreater expression level indicating that the 
agent increases apoptosis. 



143 . (New) The method of claim 141 or 142, wherein the cell 

death executor is NADE . 



144. (New) 



The method of claim 141 or 142, wherein the 
contacting of step (a) is performed in vitro. 



